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Coming at 3 pm, it's this month's Accessibility Advisory Committee. (The last meeting of the

year btw.) This is what's on the agenda:

MEETING PREVIEW: Accessibility Advisory Committee for December 1…
There’s one more meeting before the holiday break, and it belongs to the
Accessibility Advisory Committee. It’s been a busy year for the AAC, and  much of
this meeting will cover busine…

https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/12/15/meeting-preview-accessibility-advisory-committee-…

We have quorum, so Chair Root has called the meeting to order!

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof? Nope.

The first item, 2026 Municipal Election: Voting methods and accessible voting service

enhancements. You may recall that there was a special meeting dedicated to this just last

month:

RECAP: The AAC Has Concerns About Election Methods As Presented
Delayed by a month due to a lack of quorum, the Accessibility Advisory Committee
finally got a chance to workshop their voting method options, and the message by
the end of was clear: They want all…

https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/11/15/recap-the-aac-has-concerns-about-election-metho…

City staff is looking for direction from the committee about the proposal for voting methods.

Root says that the notes provided were not reflective of the conservation, which was the
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concern they had. It's why they insisted that the meeting be recorded.

Root has put together a pair of recommendations with the help of staff, one that directs staff

to look at a breadth of options of alternative voting so that as many disabled people are as

covered as possible, and another to disregard the facilitator notes from the meeting.

On internet voting or remote accessible voting, Root says that running with one of these is

important since they allow disabled people to vote independently.

Member Popkey suggests an amendment noting that it say "significant" service gaps noting

that these options still don't catch everyone, but it will catch as many people as possible.

Root notes that it's important for council to see the AAC's work.

Clerk O'Brien says staff have a question about "door to door" is wondering how close that

was to the "vote from home" pilot ran by the clerks last election. Root says the term "vote

from home" was confusing b/c a lot of these alt methods let people vote at home.

O'Brien says there's no one definition, so they will take "door-to-door" to mean the vote from

home program. He says the clerks' job now is to take that recommendation and back and

look at sourcing. He thinks the motion gives good clarity.

Member Stienstra adds that it would be interesting to look at similar program were voting is

done in a mobile van.

Recommendation #1 is approved!
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As for rec #2, Root says that she was deeply frustrated with how that meeting went,

especially listing pros and cons for the various options (bad form). Members of the

committee didn't like having someone filter their feedback back to staff.

Member Stevens says "deep six" the notes, and agrees that it didn't reflect what the AAC was

trying to say. Member McMurdo asks if the AAC might develop their own notes about the

meeting, might loose something watching the full video.

Root says she's worried about putting it in the hands of someone to decide what's important.

Staff asked to have that workshop so it's okay to them to watch the video. Doesn't want

people using the doc as some "Coles Notes".

Jennifer Slater from staff says that they wouldn't want to be the ones to summarise anyway,

and will gladly take on the work of watching the video, and well as receive other info from the

committee.

Recommendation #2:

That recommendation is approved.

Root asks if staff need anything else on this topic. O'Brien says no, this represents a lot of

good work and they will continue the discussion in the new year with staff's formal

recommendation, which will then go to council.
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Next, Solid Waste Letter to the Federal Government. Staff prepared a letter to the federal

government for feedback about their single-use plastic regulations.

Heather Connell, Manager of Technical Services, Environmental Services in Solid Waste

Services notes the court case about the regulations where the court agree with the plastic

manufacturers. The Fedgov will appeal, but in the meantime the City bylaw passed 09/22

stands.

Connell says that the letter is well timed considering. This is the letter here: https://pub-

guelph.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=43241

Root proposes that they should include some language about proceeding with work between

the AAC and the City, which was paused when the Fedgov announced their policy. Connell

says that's good addition, but they can do that once court stuff is settled.

Member Cameron says that he thinks they can move this forward and staff know that the

AAC wants more feedback once the court case is settled.

Motion That the AAC support and recommend that the Singe-Use Plastics Prohibition

Regulations advocacy letter be submitted to the Director of Plastics Regulatory Affairs

Division, Environment and Climate Change Canada is approved.

Next, College Avenue Protected Cycling Infrastructure. Following up on the last meeting

about this topic:

It terms of changes, the cycling tracks will narrow as it approaches the transit stops, which is

a similar type of traffic calming used on the full roadway, so that design will create more

awareness. Transit will be keep on eye on visibility in case they can't see ppl waiting.

In terms of the intersection, they're making some small changes to widen the corner and

make sure there's room. Once the intersection is open, staff will holding focus group to look
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at how it works b/c this will be the City's 1st protected intersection.

Stienstra thanks staff for their work and volunteers for the site visit. McMurdo says there

needs some signage to help identify the new features for drivers.

Popkey asks about when improvements might take effect if there are concerns about

accessibility. Benita van Miltenburg from Transportation Planning says it might depend on

severity of concern. Of course all accessibility issues are important, but it depends on ease

and safety.

Clerk McMahon says that it's only first rec that AAC needs to vote on, but Root would like to

proceed with the second and add that there should be compensation as this is a little outside

the normal workload.

McMahon notes that while the City is looking to make those changes to allow for the

compensation, but right now there's no budget for that. Root would like to get so more

feedback about that, but it's good to have it on the record.

van Miltenburg adds that there will be numerous opportunities for members of the AAC to

offer feedback, even if it's just an email.

The amended motion is moved, seconded, and approved.

Next, University Village Park Playground. Stefan Ilic, Park Planner will present.

Artist concept designs for the playground:
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Amenities:

Rubber safety surfacing throughout the entire play area

Wheelchair access to all play elements and components

Abundance of shade incorporated throughout the play equipment

Various sensory features throughout including roller slide

(cont'd)

Multiple accessible swings

Multiple areas for seating including sunshade structure with accessible picnictables

Accessible signage and wayfinding
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Accessible route by way of asphalt pathway connecting an existing bus stopto the new play

space + new accessible parking

Committee members praise the design, it's a big improvement and is a great design. Root

says that she's hopeful that the City will continue to engage the AAC on the other park design

and also touts improvement.

Motion That the Accessibility Advisory Committee of Council support the proposed new play

space at University Village Park as presented and to be implemented in 2024 is approved.

Next, Central Station: New Construction. Amir Bhatti, Project Manager of Facilities and

Energy Management will present. This will be an additional building at GCS with an indoor

waiting area, ticket counter and washrooms.

Design:

Member Lytle asks about washroom access and whether or not they will be locked and

require people to get a key. Bhatti says that it maybe a little early to answer that question.

(Project is slated for 2028.)

Root says that she's had other concerns, and its one of those situations where disabled

people are forced on one side and disable people are on the other. Doesn't want to get into a

situation where we're denying access b/c asking for key means someone determining access.

Root also points out a need for adult changing stations. There's a lack of these amenities

downtown and this would be an accessible location.

Ashkewe asks if the toilets installed will the ones attached to the floor or if they're attached to

the wall. Staff says they're not there yet, but they will be using the FADM to inform the

design and will bring it back to the AAC before the final design.

This motion approved:
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Next, and last, Silvercreek Park: Washroom Renovations & Picnic Shelter. Jean Starchuk,

Program Manager of Facilities and Energy Management is presenting.

This is how the site looks like right now, not much in the way of accessibility. The land is

owned by the GRCA and Starchuk is working thought the planning process with them right

now. Doesn't anticipate any big change to what she's presenting.

The scope of work includes FADM compliant renovations to the existing washrooms which

will now be heated/open year-round, an accessible parking spot, trail

improvements/connections, a replacement pavilion and accessible seating.

Example of new seating:
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• • •

Lytle asks if the public washrooms will be gender neutral. Starchuk says yes. Lytle asks if

there will be any kind of alert if someone's in distress. Starchuk says yes to that to and they're

working out what that will look like exactly.

Root says that this space is pretty accessible for her with the long picnic tables, so she hopes

that the will be maintained with a variety of other seating at the park.

Lowenger asks about hand washing stations. Starchuk says she can take that back to parks as

a possible additional amenity in the design.

Motion:

The motion is approved.

Announcements:

Site Plan Review - Only a few applications coming in right now, so notice will go out to AAC

when there's some more work.

Also, Happy Holidays to everyone! Root says it's been a good year, and she appreciates the

engagement and efficiency of the AAC members.

Warren says that there will be some incredible stuff coming in 2024, there's going to be a lot

of the committee to chew on.

And that's a wrap for the last meeting of 2023!

0:00
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