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Stand by for the first of two Heritage Guelph meetings this month. Here's what they're

talking about today:

MEETING PREVIEW: Heritage Guelph Meeting for September 11, 2023
School’s in for Heritage Guelph as September brings a full slate of future heritage
designations and potential future heritage designations. Some of these may be
familiar because they’r…

https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/09/05/meeting-preview-heritage-guelph-meeting-for-sept…

Chair Epp has called the meeting to order.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof? David Waverman and Kim

Carroll have one on 2187 Gordon Street. They were both involved in developing the Culture

Heritage plan for the site on behalf of the owner.

First item, and it was not on the original agenda, Ontario Reformatory Stone Wall. Cllr

Downer asked to put this on the agenda:

Historic stone wall on former reformatory lands badly damaged
Section of inmate-built field wall, a designated heritage feature, dismantled

https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/historic-stone-wall-on-former-reformatory-lan…

Downer notes that Infrastructure Ontario has said that the cause was "natural erosion" but

many users noted that the wall was solid one day and it was collapsed the next. Senior

https://threadreaderapp.com/
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/adamadonaldson
https://twitter.com/adamadonaldson/status/1701261303417811048
https://threadreaderapp.com/user/adamadonaldson
https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/09/05/meeting-preview-heritage-guelph-meeting-for-september-11-2023/
https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/09/05/meeting-preview-heritage-guelph-meeting-for-september-11-2023/
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/historic-stone-wall-on-former-reformatory-lands-badly-damaged-7451735
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-news/historic-stone-wall-on-former-reformatory-lands-badly-damaged-7451735


planner Stephen Robinson says he hasn't heard for sure one way or other from IO about the

cause.

Member Corman says she's on the OR lands all the time, and she can say with certainty that

this was not erosion. It seemed like someone intentionally damaged it.

Recommended Motion: THAT Heritage Guelph recommends that City Council request

Infrastructure Ontario to repair the stone wall at the Ontario Reformatory, is passed

unanimously.

Downer adds that this is coming to council in Oct.

Next, 49 Metcalfe Street: Heritage Attributes and Designation Recommendation. Planner

Jack Mallon says that he (finally) heard from the property owner just this morning, and he

thinks they're amenable to the designation. Would like to defer to Oct to confer.

Motion:

Motion to defer the application approved.

Next: 211 Silvercreeek Parkway South: Heritage Attributes and Designation

Recommendation. Aka: The Manor.

Why designate?

Member Tilley asks if the descriptions need to be more specific, there are a lot of unique

attributes on site. Robinson says the heritage attributes are relegated to the original Queen

Anne Revival portion of the building.

Tilley asks about interior features. Mallon says they haven't been able to do an interior site

visit, but getting the building designated is more important than waiting to list all features

incl. the interior. There may some inside, but he weary to list them w/o site visit.
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Mallon says not getting into the Manor is not from a lack of trying.

Motion:

Motion approved.

Next: 2187 Gordon Street: Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report, Heritage Attributes, and

Designation Recommendation. Aka: the Kidd barn and the Blair farmhouse.

Robinson notes that there's a delegate on the agenda, Jennifer Meader from 2575950

Ontario Ltd. He also thanks HG members for contributions made to this file in terms of

research.

You might note that there's two barns in one when you look at this picture.

Robinson notes that they're expediting this because usually the Evaluation Report and the

Designation Recommendation are done separately. The north wall in the barn completely

collapsed this past spring so there's added urgency. This is the last barn of its kind.

For the record, the property meets six out of nine prescribed criteria for determining cultural

heritage value or interest. More details:
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List of Heritage Attributes:

Attributes cont'd:
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Questions or comments to Robinson? Tilley asks about former HG chair Brian Skerritt's

correspondence, Robinson says the suggestions in that letter will be considered as staff puts

together the report for council.

Corman says that HG should see that updated report before it goes to council. Robinson says

he's not sure its a requirement. Corman says she'll work on a motion.

Tilley says there was a report a few years ago that identified other features not in the staff

report, should they no be at least described? Robinson says that report has informatio

presented "without prejudice" and it contained info that couldn't be in the formal staff

report.

Tilley asks if the information will be included in background. Robinson says there's an

attached map that shows off various additional details, and that could include info about the

shed and old stone foundation.

Tilley asks about why the foundation of the farmhouse isn't an attribute. Robinson says that's

a good question, the foundation is described in the report, so staff can include that in

preparations for council report.
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Now to the delegation. Jennifer Meader is the legal advisor for 2575950 Ontario Ltd who

owns the property. She would like to defer any vote so that she can confer with client who

bought it in 2019. She says no one from the City has reached out about designating.

Meader says building standards has reached out, and there's nothing there requiring

heritage protection. She says their people are saying that the barn is too far gone, and it

would be too dangerous to have workers go in and try to repair it.

Member Abou-Jaoude asks Meader about the safety factors that the engineer looked at, and

if there's a report. Meader says a draft report has bene repaired and is being finalised. It will

be included in property standards process.

Tilley asks Meader if the client was aware of the condition of the barn when they bought the

land. Meader says she doesn't know, and to her knowledge they didn't do engineering report

at time of purchase.

Member Wood asks if the client was aware if the property was on the heritage list. Meader

says yes, and they were aware of the Property Standards Bylaw.

Wood says that given the fact it was listed, and the importance of the barn, why didn't the

client think it was important to maintain it. Meader says she doesn't know the answer of

that, and wasn't aware of public report. Wood points out the Clair-Maltby 2ndary Plan.

Downer also points out that CM2P was started in 2017, so she asks Meader about claims that

they were caught unawares about heritage issues. Meader says she did not say that the client

was "unaware", but no one from staff had sought them out to discuss maintenance.

On CM2P, yes her client is part of the appeal of that plan, which is under mediation. It's just

inappropriate to try and maintain "supposed" cultural heritage under 2ndary plan process.

"Which is why we're here today," Downer says.

Downer clarifies, Meader's client was waiting for the City to approach them? And they didn't

participate in public engagement of CM2P? Meader says they participated in every public

process there, and the client had no obligation to reach out to the City.

Epp asks what kind of consultation Meader is looking for. She says it would be a "balanced

approach", not through repairs but through other means like a commemoration.

No further questions for Meader.

Downer asks Robinson about deferral. Robinson says that he's not against the idea, but they

could also ask for deferral at council.

Downer says her concern is about doing consultation about this while CM2P is in mediation.

Robinson says staff would need to talk internally about that.

Robinson forwards Downer's concerns to Melissa Aldunate, manager of planning policy. She

suggests centring any discussion about heritage attributes, and not on land use planning. She

supports deferral but with firm timelines.

Corman says everyone can see the value of this property, and it's been on the list for years.

Any further delay is to encourage further degradation, and HG is not responsible for thinking



about developers' needs. If staff choses not to act, that's 1 thing, HG needs to take stand.

Tilley agrees, this is based on HG's learned opinion. Downer also agrees and notes that

consultation can continue between today and when this comes to council.

Tilley moves the motion with additional working in the first part to include the comments

from Brian Skerritt. Corman says she's concerned about the report being as accurate as

possible as it might get challenged later.

Downer says that they should give staff the leave to consider all the additional information,

and Corman decides that she will second the motion.

The motion passes unanimously.

Next item, 12 Eramosa Road: Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report.

The assorted criteria it meets:
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Corman/Caroll move recommendation and it's approved.

Last item: 220 Gordon Street: Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report...

Tilley asks Robinson about the roof line of the orgiginal 1800s portions, was it changed with

the 3rd floor was added? Robinson says there's likely so little left of the original roof, though

he hasn't been inside to be sure.

Motion moved by Abou-Jaoude/Waverman and approved.

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/F5ws1fAWYAAFFIV.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/F5wtFpoWsAAgY-y.png
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/F5wtFpzXEAAyLC4.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/F5wup3dW4AAZtwp.png


• • •

There are no staff announcements, so that means that this meeting...
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@threadreaderapp unroll please!


