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Coming up at 9:30, it's the monthly Grand River Conservation
Authority membership meeting. Here's what they're talking
about for March:

MEETING PREVIEW: Grand River Conservation Board Meeting for Mar…
This month’s meeting of the Grand River Conservation Authority membership will
cover a wide variety of issues including the usual topics like current watershed
conditions, and current financi…

https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/03/17/meeting-preview-grand-river-conservation-board-m…

Chair White has called the meeting to order.

Chair announcements: The stocking of trout in the watershed is schedule for May 1

depending on the hatchery. Brantford tree planting on April 24.

Agenda approved. 


Declarations of Pecuniary Interest. Member Kevin Davis declares one for the closed meeting

item.

Motion to approve correspondences, incl. the ones the addendum:

https://calendar.grandriver.ca/directors/Detail/2023-03-24-GRCA-General-Membership-

Meeting/Addendum%20Package%20-

%20GRCA%20General%20Membership%20Meeting_Mar24_2023.pdf, put on the floor.

Dan Lawrence asks about any update digesting Bill 23. Staff says they're working with

municipalities and are expecting new regulations coming in the spring. They'll bring a report

to the board with an update about those regs when received.

Lawrence asks if the best tact is to tell constituents that they're still trying to figure it out and

are waiting for more info. White says yes, and there will be discussions as the GRCA

negotiates the new agreements with municipalities.
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Motion to receive correspondences approved.

Motion to receive Minutes of the Ad-Hoc Conservation Authorities Act Committee from

March 13, 2023 approved.

Motion to approve Updated Inventory of Programs and Services.

Member Sandy Shantz asks if all protections of natural heritage are gone now. Staff say only

in regard to the planning process and co-ordinating with municipalities.

This motion approved.

Next, Cash and investment status. There's a question about the land sale in the sale in the

report. The property is in Kitchener, and it took about 10 years to complete. Money goes into

land sale reserve and staff are working with different dept.s to look at future projects.

These two items approved:

Next, a matter of procurement. And it's approved.
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Next, pheasant hunting making a comeback!

Davis asks about competing users. Staff says snow mobilers use the area, and they have been

looped in when working out this new contract. Davis notes the difficulties of managing a

program with somewhat outside the GRCA and commends staff for innovation.

Member Miller asks about the agreement itself. Staff say they were waiting for the board to

authorise it before signing and it's a fairly typical third party agreement. The agreement itself

wasn't attached to the agenda.

White says this is operational and the board isn't involved at this level. Miller asks about

termination clauses. Staff says that was part of the negotiation, and notes that this is a pilot

program.

Next, Permit Application 148/23 - Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations

to Shorelines Regulation and there is a presentation.

Melissa Larion, supervisor of resource planning, is presenting but first, a word about permit

policy:

What land are we talking about?

The plan calls for the removal and remediation of the southern portion of the wetland, and

the total land remediated may be bigger depending on how the deep the contamination goes.

The affected area will be remediated with native trees, and the wetland will be expanded

north.
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Conformance?

Remediation will take between 8 months and 2 years, which is why they're creating a new

wetland first.

Motion on the floor:

Susan Foxton asks if the plan is to build on the remediated site, and staff says that it will

likely be the location of a new subdivision at some point, also notes that GRCA isn't paying

for the clean-up.
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Davis asks about the placement of the new wetland. It's the area in blue. It looks like the

shape of a stormwater pond, but it's not.

Member Shantz asks why GRCA is being asked for approval if its not GRCA land. Staff say

that the CA administers wetlands, hence their involvement.

Shantz asks if this is also a water recharge area. Staff say yes, which is another consideration

and why they want to remediate. Member Devine says this is a net improvement to the

environment so he's in favour.

Janet Ivey, manager of water resources will now present the Grand River Watershed Report

Card.

We appear to be experiencing technical difficulties.

0:00

Okay, problem fixed. On with the presentation...
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Ivey notes that this is a simplification and doesn't tell the whole story, so she's tried to add a

bit more information. High level first (Note: The greener the better) -

Ground water quality. The up symbol shows wells where chloride and nitrates are on the

rise.

Surface water quality. GRCA is inline with the provincial average of "fair". On the other

hand, the overall level of phosphorus in the watershed is crashing.

Levels of chloride meanwhile have been increasing since the 1970s, and particularly down

river from urban areas. Increase are also seen in the winter months. GRCA are installing new

sensors to better understand the increases.
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Motion:

Davis asks where chloride and nitrates come from. Chloride can be a byproduct of road salt

or even water softeners, and nitrates are a byproduct of some farming practices and fertiliser.

Both of those do contribute to algae - both the green and blue varieties - that you see in rivers

and reservoirs.

Municipalities in the watershed have been working to improve their water treatment and

have participated in the GRCA optimisation programs. Investing in rural water quality and

other stewardship programs to assist farmers are also ways to improve.

Motion to receive report approved.

Next:

White says that it smells like the communications systems is working well and that's the core

mandate. Motion approved.

Next: Current Watershed Conditions

Member Shirton asks about snow pack in other areas of the watershed, there's not much

where he is in Dunville. Staff note that reservoirs in are filling cycle, there was significant

melt yesterday and they do think they'll reach levels. No flood concerns at the moment.

Motion approved.
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The membership will now move into closed meeting to discuss a) Property Disposition - City

of Brantford and b) Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations. Assume that motion went

according to plan because now I'm getting the spinning wheel of death.
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This is essentially the end of the meeting. If anything comes out of closed, or if the spinning

wheel fixes itself, I will update.

Finally circling back to tie off this meeting. There was one motion coming out of closed

session: The GRCA provide an easement for a property in Brantford to allow for a utility

road. That motion is passed.

And that was the end of the meeting. The next meeting of the membership is Friday, April 28

at 9:30 am.
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