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Coming up at 10 am, it's this month's regular meeting of city
council. This is what's coming up:

City Council Preview – What’s on the Agenda for the March 28 Meeting?
This regular meeting of council will hold no real surprises (except, perhaps, the start
time). Council will ratify the Committee of the Whole agenda, and there may be
some attempted adjustments mad…

https://guelphpolitico.ca/2023/03/17/city-council-preview-whats-on-the-agenda-for-the-…

Reminder: We're meeting at 10 am for the next few weeks due to the fact it's the Holy Month

of Ramadan for people of the Muslim faith who fast all day and eat at sundown. Holding

meetings in the morning this month is a way of reaching out as an inclusion measure.

First, a closed meeting for City Council as Shareholder of Guelph Municipal Holdings Inc.

The topic is Appointment of Guelph Representative to the Alectra Board of Directors.

Mayor Guthrie calls to order the open session.

Motion to appoint Jane Armstrong as the nominee for GMHI's rep to the Alectra Board. Allt

moves, and O'Rourke seconds.

Appointment approved unanimously.

Minutes from GMHI meeting held June 27, 2022 confirmed. 


Motion to appoint KPMG LLP as the shareholder’s preferred auditor for Alectra approved

unanimously.

We now move on to the actual regular meeting....

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof? Nope.
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Approval of open Council Meeting minutes held November 12 and 13, 2022, February 7, 8,

14, 15, 22 and 28, 2023, and Committee of the Whole held February 7, 2023 approved

unanimously.

Consent agenda.

Cllr O'Rourke asks to pull SECC Implementation. She says this is a historic move forward

and is thrilled that its being passed today. Thanks staff and council's past and present, plus

community advocacy.

Consent agenda passed unanimously.

This leaves Business Licensing – Short-Term Rental Accommodations. There's no new

information, but Morgan Dandie would like to delegate...

Dandie says she supports the staff recommendation. She notes that it's been a disruptor to

hospitality whose business model depends on the commodification of homes. Notes that

Guelph is 9th most expensive city in Canada to rent 1 bdrm apt.

Dandie says she was moved to come to council after Cllr Gibson at the CoW meeting

proposed to increase the cap on number of properties in the proposed bylaw. It seems that

Gibson isn't here today (at least he's not on screen presently).

Allt notes too that Gibson is not here today, and recognises that all points of view are

important for democracy. Allt believes that there needs to some balance. Guthrie says he did

not find Dandie's delegation disrespectful.

Downer/Allt move the recommendation.

Downer asks staff about enforcement. Staff says it would be compliant-based (reactive) and

proactive. Staff will compare the complaints with list of licensees to stay on top of it.

Downer says that she's heard a rumour that some landlords use STR to get around Landlord

Tenant Board, any truth to that? Staff says that they've heard about circumstances like that,

and it was brought up during engagement.
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• • •

Downer asks if the regulations will deter that activity. Staff says there's a possibility for

abuse, but the intention of regulation is, in part, to deter abuse.

Recommendation passed unanimously.

Bylaws of the week passed unanimously.

Mayor's announcements? None, but there's one from Cllr Downer. Ward 5 town hall coming

up on April 5, a hybrid format online and at Harcourt United Church. Info coming soon to

the Ward 5 website: ward5.ca

With that, this relatively brief meeting is at an end.
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